Successful treatment of invasive aspergillosis in two patients with acute myelogenous leukemia.
Invasive aspergillosis is a severe, devastating fungal infection that is seen in patients with hematologic malignancies and profound neutropenia. Despite aggressive treatment, the outcome is poor without neutrophil recovery. The authors describe two children with acute myelogenous leukemia (AML) with extensive invasive aspergillosis who were successfully treated both for their infection and the underlying malignancy. These patients were treated aggressively for their infections and simultaneously were able to complete treatment of their AML. Currently both patients are alive without evidence of fungal infection or AML. Patients with hematologic malignancies can survive severe, invasive aspergillosis during prolonged periods of neutropenia with a combination of antifungal and growth factor therapies, donor granulocyte infusions, and surgical debridement.